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URGENT - BY EMAIL

5th December 2025
Dear Secretary of State,

We write as r?aresentatives of political parties from across the House regarding the
PATHWAYS Puberty Blocker Trial, which is proceeding under your instruction.

We are not reassured following the briefing you hosted on Wednesday. Rather, our concerns
have intensified. Continuing with the PATHWAYS trial is a dangerous mistake that could
devastate the physical, psychological, sexual and reproductive health of over 200 vulnerable
children, leaving them medically dependent for life.

Before this trial proceeds, a number of basic questions urgently need to be answered:

1. Most children's gender distress will naturally resolve as they go through puberty.
How can you justify medicalising these otherwise healthy children who just need
time to grow and explore their identities?

2. What is the rationale for believing puberty blockers will help, given that
psychological benefits are unproven? What, specifically, would constitute a
successful outcome?

3. Do you consider that children - some as young as eight - are capable of giving full
and informed consent to participate in this trial? Dr Siminoff stated in your briefing
that there will be no lower age limit for participation.

4. How will parental consent be obtained, particularly in cases where parents may feel
under pressure, or where views between parents differ? For children in care, who
will be authorised to give consent on their behalf, and who will be responsible and
accountable if harm results?

5. The first duty of any clinician is to do no harm. This trial risks causing foreseeable
harm to a new cohort of vulnerable children. Why has a study not first been
completed to assess the impact of puberty blockers on the thousands of children who
have already received them?

You have this week committed to pausing to consider the evidence on other health
issues. We urge you to do the same again here and take the necessary time to think before
allowing this trial to proceed.

Yours,

Rosie Duffield MP Carla Lockhart MP
Jonathan Hinder MP Sarah Pochin MP
Rebecca Paul MP Rupert Lowe MP

Angus MacDonald MP Igbal Mohamed MP



The Rt. Hon. Lord Rooker

The Rt. Hon. Tom Tugendhat MP

The Rt. Hon. Sir lain Duncan Smith MP
The Rt. Hon. Sir James Cleverly MP
The Rt. Hon. Victoria Atkins MP

The Rt. Hon. Robert Jenrick MP

The Rt. Hon. Claire Coutinho MP

The Rt. Hon. Sir Desmond Swayne MP
The Rt. Hon. Sir Gavin Williamson MP

The Rt. Hon. Sir John Hayes MP
The Rt. Hon. Gavin Robinson MP
The Rt. Hon. Sammy Wilson MP
The Rt. Hon. Baroness Coffey

Alan Mak MP
Andrew Griffith MP
Andrew Rosindell MP
Aphra Brandreth MP
Ben Obese-Jecty MP
Bob Blackman MP

Bradley Thomas MP
Charlie Dewhirst MP
Dame Caroline Dinenage MP

Dame Harriet Baldwin MP
Dame Rebecca Harris MP

Danny Kruger MP
Gagan Mohindra MP
Gregory Campbell MP
Gregory Stafford MP
Helen Grant MP
Helen Whately MP
Jack Rankin MP

James McMurdock MP
James Wild MP

Jim Allister MP

Jim Shannon MP
John Lamont MP

Joy Morrissey MP
Julian Smith MP
Lee Anderson MP
Lewis Cocking MP

Louie French MP
Martin Vickers MP

Mike Wood MP
Mims Davies MP

Neil Hudson MP
Nick Timothy MP
Nigel Huddleston MP
Peter Bedford MP
Peter Fortune MP

Rebecca Smith MP
Richard Tice MP

Saqib Bhatti MP

Sarah Bool MP

Shivani Raja MP

Sir Alec Shelbrooke MP

Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP



Baron Strathcarron

Baroness Altman

Baroness Bray of Coln

Baroness Cash of Banbridge
Baroness Eaton

Baroness Finn

Baroness Foster of Aghadrumsee
Baroness Foster of Oxton
Baroness Fox of Buckley
Baroness Hodgson of Abinger
Baroness Jenkin of Kennington
Baroness Ludford

Baroness Meyer

Baroness Seccombe

Baroness Stedman-Scott
Baroness Thornhill

Earl of Leicester

Lord Arbuthnot of Edrom

Lord Gascoigne

Lord Glasman

Lord Goldsmith of Richmond Park
Lord Lucas

Lord Mackinlay of Richborough
Lord Morrow of Clogher Valley
Lord Moylan

Lord Moynihan of Chelsea
Lord Roberts of Belgravia

Lord Sharpe of Epsom

Lord Wasserman

Lord Weir of Ballyholme

Lord Wrottesley

Lord Young of Acton



